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Colorado County FSA
2209 Walnut Street
Columbus, TX 78934
Phone: 979-732-8306
Fax: 979-732-5437

Hours
Monday/Tuesday/Thursday/Friday
8:00 AM - 4:30 PM

Wednesday

8:00 AM — 12:30 PM

Regular Meeting Date
Second Wednesday of the Month
8:00 a.m. — FSA Office

County Committee

Chris Glueck, Chairperson (LAA-3)
W A (Billy) Hefner Ill,
Vice-Chairperson (LAA-2)

Glenn Weishuhn, Member (LAA-1)
Shirley E Smith, Advisor

Staff

Mary Parr, County Executive Director
Becky Stancik, Program Technician
Susie Ratliff, Program Technician
Tim Respondek, Farm Loan Manager
Linda Buro, Farm Loan Officer

www.fsa.usda.qov

Special accommodations will be made,
upon request, for individuals with
disabilities, vision impairment, or
hearing impairment. If accommoda-
tions are required, please call at (979)
732-8306, Ext. 2. The U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits
discrimination in all its programs and
activities on the basis of race, color,
national origin, gender, religion, age,
disability, political beliefs, sexual
orientation, and marital or family status.
(Not all prohibited bases apply to all
programs.) Persons with disabilities
who require alternative means for
communication of program information
(Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.)
should contact USDA’'s TARGET
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and
TDD). To file a complaint of discrim-
ination, write USDA, Director, Office of
Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten
Building, 14th Independence Avenue,
SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or
call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).
USDA is an equal opportunity provider
and employer.

CALL FOR AN
APPOINTMENT
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2004 COUNTY COMMITTEE
ELECTIONS IN LAA-2

County Committee election will be held in LAA-2 as the term of County Committee
Member W A (Billy) Hefner III will be expiring on December 31, 2004. Mr. Hefner is
eligible for re-election of another three year term. The County Committee received
nomination petitions for the following producers:

ARVIS BLUNTSON Row Crops, Rice, Swine, Sheep, Cattle,
Horses, Hay, Landowner

W A (BILLY) HEFNER III Rice, Cattle, Hay, Landowner

KAROL JO KALLINA Rice, Cattle, Landowner

Ballots will be mailed to eligible voters on November 8, 2004. Voters have until
December 6, 2004 to return their ballots to the county office.

Your Vote is Important!!!

Colorado County is divided into three local administrative areas (LAA’s). Each LAA is
represented by one member on the county committee. A person may vote in only one
LAA in each county. Areas are defined as follows and LAA-2 is up for election.

A second public informational meeting will be held on November 10, 2004 at 8:30 a.m.
at the Colorado County FSA Office for all interested producers to explain the county
committee election process and the county committee system.

YOUR VOTE IS IMPORTANT!!!
TAKE TIME TO RETURN YOUR BALLOT AND
BE SURE TO SIGN YOUR BALLOT LABEL.
YOU MUST SIGN YOUR OWN BALLOT - POWER OF
ATTORNEY’S CANNOT BE USED IN THE ELECTION PROCESS.
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Conducting USDA
Business Online

USDA is expanding the way it does business!!!
It’s called eGov.

Why eFile? The internet allows you, the customer, access to
USDA information 24 hours a day, seven days a week. You can
fill out and submit electronic forms (eForms) any time of the day
or night. The information submitted by you is safe and secure.
Every customer has a unique User ID and password, and only
authorized USDA employees can access your information.
eFiling is convenient. It’s safe. It saves time. It saves a visit to
your local USDA Service Center. It saves paper. And it provides
you with electronic tracking of all your USDA transactions!

How to Sign Up for eFile. Begin the process by reviewing the
information at the USDA Website www.eauth.egov.usda.gov.
This website describes the services available for Level 1 and
Level 2 Accounts. Level 1 and Level 2 Accounts require that
you have an email address so you can register, create a customer
profile, and be able to respond to a confirmation email. Level 1
Accounts do not require you to provide proof of your identity at
alocal USDA Service Center. Level 1 Accounts provide limited
access to certain USDA Web Site portals that require no
authentication or authorization. A Level 2 Account does require
a visit to a USDA Service Center with proof of your identity.
That is because a Level 2 Account allows you access to complete
and submit documents and forms electronically.

Level 1 Account. (Step 1) To obtain a Level 1 Account, you
may self-register online at www.eauth.egov.usda.gov. Scroll
down and click on the button that says “Sign Up for a Level 1
Account.” Complete the brief customer profile. (Step 2) You
will receive a confirmation email, and you must respond to it
within 7 days to activate your account.

Level 2 Account. (Step 1) To obtain a Level 2 Account, you
must complete an 18 question customer profile and prove your
identity by presenting a state or federal photo ID at a local
USDA Service Center. Go to www.eauth.egov.usda.gov, scroll
down and click on “Sign up for a Level 2 Account.” Complete
your customer profile, which includes designating your user ID
and password created by you, contact information and email
information. The data you enter in your customer profile must
match the data on the document you use as identification at your
local USDA Service Center. Example: Your first and last
names and address must match the government-issued photo
ID you plan to use to prove your identity. Identify proof can
only be verified by one of the following documents: Current
State Driver’s License, State Photo ID, US Military ID or United
States Passport. (Step 2) After completing your customer
profile and submitting it online, you will receive a confirmation
email, and you must respond to it within 7 days to activate
your account. (Step 3) Then you must complete the “Identity
Proofing” process by visiting a local USDA Service Center. You
will be required to present the eligible photo ID to an USDA
employee who will verify your identity and enter the expiration
date of the ID document used. (Step 4) The USDA employee
then will update your customer profile to a Level 2 Account.

You will have access to USDA online applications and forms
within one hour of your account being updated.

You now have access to USDA eGov services such as eForms,
TechReg, eLDP, eDCP, etc. USDA continues to update and
make more forms and programs available electronically. The

Web site http://forms.sc.egov.usda.gov/eforms/mainservlet

provides access to eForms.

Customers with Level 2 Accounts will also have access to the
USDA Customer Statement. This statement combines a wide
range of information on your USDA services and program
activity in a single report available online through the Web. You
can access the secure, confidential report online, any place, and
at any time. You are able to view or print the report. To access
your customer statement, log onto www.usda.gov and click on
the customer statement link or access http://customerstatement.

usda.gov and log-in.

New Internet Options for Filing
Loan Deficiency Payments (eLDP)

USDA is now offering other avenues in which to file Loan
Deficiency Payments. Effective September 20, 2004, LDP’s can
be processed through the internet by customers that have a Level
2 Account. eLDP’s can be submitted to the central LDP
processing site by the customer with a Level 2 Authentication
Account, using a PC from an external location such as from the
farm. Customers can submit eLDP’s for themselves as
individuals or for the benefit of an entity provided they are
authorized and have been set up “to represent” that entity in the
Representative Link Management System (eRep) database. The
eRep database will be loaded by county office personnel. Also,
the county office can request an eLDP in behalf of the customer
by using the county office PC for the benefit of any customer
who comes to the county office and requests an eLDP. Covered
commodities through the eLDP process are wheat, barley, oats,
corn, grain sorghum, rice, soybeans, all of the minor oilseeds,
peanuts, dry peas, honey, wool, mohair, and unshorn pelts. See

the newsletter insert “Options for Filing an LDP” to learn
more about your options and the process.

2005 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP)
Contract Sign-Up Begins with New Internet Options
(eDCP) Available for Level 2 Accounts

Sign-up for the 2005 Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program
(DCP) Contract sign-up began October 1, 2004. Producers that
have a Level 2 Account may also enroll online starting October
20, 2004. The electronic DCP service allows producers to
choose 2005 DCP payment options, assign crop shares and sign
and submit their contracts electronically from any computer with
Internet access. Participants no longer have to visit their USDA
Service Center to complete these tasks and can view and print
out submitted contract options at any time. The user-friendly
service saves producers time, reduces paperwork and speeds up
contract processing at USDA FSA offices. The voluntary service
is available to all producers who are eligible to participate in
DCP and who have obtained a Level 2 Account.

(Continued on page 3)




The electronic service will be available online starting October
20, 2004 at http://www.fsa.usda.gov/egov/edcp_default.htm.
Producer’s have until June 1, 2005 to enroll for 2005 DCP.
USDA will accept late-filed applications through September 30,
2005, if accompanied by a $100 late fee. Producers must sign
contracts annually under DCP and can opt out of participating in
the program in any year. In addition to the new electronic
DCP service, USDA is providing expanded service for
producers who choose to travel to a USDA office to complete
their 2005 DCP contract. Producers now have the option to
visit ANY USDA Service Center, in addition to their
administratively assigned center, as required in previous
years, to sign-up for their 2005 DCP contract.

payments, if the advance payments exceed the final payment.
More information on DCP is available at USDA Service Centers
and on FSA’s website at: www.fsa.usda.gov.

2004 Projected Counter-Cyclical Payments Rates and
2003 Final Counter-Cyclical Payments Rates

USDA has announced the 2004 crop year projected annual
payment rates and the first partial payment rates, equal to 35
percent of the total amount, as follows:

2005 DCP Direct Payment Rates and 2005 Maximum
Potential Counter-Cyclical Payment Rates

DCP payments are computed using the base acres and payment
yields established for each farm. Producers receive direct
payments at rates established by statute regardless of market
prices. Counter-cyclical payment rates vary depending on market
prices. Counter-cyclical payments are issued only when the
effective price (which takes into account the direct payment rate,
market price and loan rate) for a commodity is below the target
price for the commodity. For “other oilseeds,” because of the
existing loan rate, the maximum counter-cyclical payment rate is
zero. The 2005 crop year direct payment rates and maximum
potential counter-cyclical rates are as follows:

21904 Totzl ;004 Pilés(t: 1?“?1?:1
. . rojecte artia
Commodity | Unit cC RZ‘I te Ra t? RCa(tje
($/unit) ($/unit) ($/unif)
Wheat Bushel 0.1000 0.0350 0.0000
Corn Bushel 0.4000 0.1400 0.0000
Gr Sorg Bushel 0.2700 0.0945 0.0000
Barley Bushel 0.1500 0.0525 0.0000
Oats Bushel 0.0160 0.0056 0.0000
Soybeans Bushel 0.2600 0.0910 0.0000
Up. Cotton | Pound 0.1373 0.0481 0.0393
Rice Cwt. 0.9000 0.3150 Feb 05
Peanuts Ton 73.00 25.55 73.00

2005 2005 Maximum
Commodity Unit | Direct Counter-Cyclical

($/unit) ($/unit)
Wheat Bushel | 0.5200 0.6500
Corn Bushel | 0.2800 0.4000
Gr. Sorghum | Bushel | 0.3500 0.2700
Barley Bushel | 0.2400 0.1500
Oats Bushel | 0.0240 0.0860
Up. Cotton Pound | 0.0667 0.1373
Rice Cwt | 2.3500 1.6500
Soybeans Bushel | 0.4400 0.3600
o Pound | 0.0080 0.0000
Peanuts Ton 36.00 104.00

The schedule of payments for the 2005 DCP is as follows:

e Beginning December 2004: 50 percent advance direct
payment;

e October 2005: 50 percent final direct payment;

e October 2005: first advance counter-cyclical payment
(up to 35 percent of projected payment);

e February 2006: second advance counter-cyclical
payment (up to 70 percent of projected payment less
first advance);

e Dates vary by crop (in general, 30 days following the
end of the marketing year): Final counter-cyclical
payment (100 percent of actual payment, less any
advances received).

For all years, refunds to USDA will be due if there is a violation
of eligibility requirements or, in the case of counter-cyclical

A first 2004 installment payment is not available for other
oilseeds because the projected effective price equals the target
price. 2003 final payment rates for rice will be based on the
market year average price reported by USDA’s National
Agriculture Statistics Service, scheduled for release on
January 31, 2005. For wheat, corn and sorghum, 2003 final
counter-cyclical payment rates are less than the projected rates
used for first partial payments issued in October 2003 because
market prices increased. Asrequired by the 2002 Farm Bill, any
overpayments to producers must be repaid. Overpayments will
be deducted from producers’ 2004 and subsequent crop year
DCP payments, unless producers otherwise notified their local
Farm Service Agency (FSA) office by this past June 15, 2004.
The 2003 crop year overpayment rates are $0.0315 per bushel for
wheat, $0.077 per bushel for corn and $0.014 per bushel for
grain sorghum. The final counter-cyclical payment rate
calculations and the first and second partial payment rates for
each commodity can be found on FSA’s website at
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/farmbill/mya entry.htm. More
information on DCP is available at local FSA offices and on
FSA’s Web site at: www.fsa.usda.gov.

New Ewe Lamb Program
Sign-Up Begins October 25, 2004
Contact the County Office for Full Details

REMEMBER NEW OFFICE HOURS
FOR COLORADO COUNTY FSA

Closed Wednesday from 12:30 pm to 4:30 pm

THANK YOU FOR MAKING APPOINTMENTS!!!
979-732-8306, EXTENSION 2




g "ON Hwliad
1088S QN ‘UOISI]II
pled abejsod SN
pJepuels paliosald

d31S3ND3Y IO0IANYIS NdNL3d

8005-¥£68. X1 ‘snquinjod

1884)S 1nujep 60¢¢

Kouaby 8o1n18g wie4 Ajuno) opelojo)
FHNLTINDIYOV 40 LINFNLEVYHAA STLVLS dILINN

Important Dates

Today

Farm Record Changes, Address Changes, Direct Deposit
Financial Institution Changes, All Changes

Ongoing

Maintenance Requirements for DCP Contract Acreages, Fruit
and Vegetable Violations on DCP Contracts, Sign-up for the
Continuous Conservation Reserve Program (CCRP), the
Grassland Reserve Program (GRP), the Farm Storage Facility
Loan Program (FSFL), FSA Outreach Program

October 1

2005 DCP Sign-up Begins, Issue Payments or Establish
Receivables for 2003 Final Corn, Grain Sorghum, and Soybean
Counter-Cyclical Payments, Issuing 2004 Final Direct Payments,
Begin issuing 1* Advance Counter-Cyclical Payments for 2004,
if authorized

October 12

Deadline to Apply for Emergency Loan

October 25

Sign-up begins for Ewe Lamb Replacement and Retention
Program (ELRRPP)

November 8

Ballots mailed to eligible voters

November 10

Meeting on FSA FElection at the Colorado County FSA Office

November 11

Closed for Veteran’s Day

November 25

Closed for Thanksgiving Day

December 6

Final date to return ballots

NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT: The United States Department of Agriculture (UDSA) prohibits discrimination in all its
programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual
orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require
alternative means of communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400
Independence Avenue, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity

provider and employer.
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